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Course content:  Biology 102 is one of three courses comprising the biology sequence for non-majors.  It focuses on key concepts in cells, metabolism, and genetics.

Course hours:  Lecture: MWF 11:00-11:50   
 
 Labs:     M 1:00 – 2:50 T 10:00 – 1:50  W 1:00 – 2:50  W 3:00 – 4:50  F 8:00 – 9:50.
Office hours: M  11 – 12 pm,  W  11 – 1 pm,  F 11 – 1 pm.  Other office hours are available by appoint, e-mail me to set a date and time.
Students are responsible for reading and understanding all of the following policies.  Failure to follow these policies could result in a lower or failing grade.

Texts (REQUIRED): Audesirk T, Audesirk G, Byers BE, 2008.  Biology: Life on Earth 8th edition, Pearson/Prentice Hall, ISBN 0-13-195766-X.
Note: Lectures are closely tied to the textbook.  You are strongly encouraged to read assigned portions of the text prior to lecture.  The text and lecture material are the key tools for studying the material.  All lecture material is fair game for exams and quizzes, even if it is not in the book.  So attend lectures to gain the maximum ability to do well on exams!

102 lab manual:  Lab manual was developed by this department, and is available at the bookstore only.  

Exams and Assignments:  (525 points possible)

A.   Exams (350 points) = 67% of the total grade.  Bring an unmarked scantron to all exams.


1. Midterm 1 (100 points)


2. Midterm 2 (100 points)


3. Final – cumulative! (150 points).

      Exams will be a mix of multiple choice, fill in the blanks, short answer and 1 or 2 essay questions.

B.   Lab (125 points) = 24% of the total grade.

1. Calculated by multiplying your lab percentage in decimal form by 125.  For example, if you received an 82% in lab, you will receive 0.82 X 125 = 102.5 points.  Laboratories are mandatory, missing three or more results in a failing grade no matter how well you are doing in lecture.
C.  Journal assignments (50) = 9% of the total grade.  Two papers, 25 points each.
Journal assignments are short 1 or 2 page papers that will cover a topic presented in this class that particularly interests you.  Papers will be graded on accuracy, content, and English usage.  See attached sheet that describes the format and content and point breakdown for each paper.
Extra Credit:  Occasionally I will have extra credit opportunities worth 2 or 3 points in class.  These will usually involve group activities or a short pop quiz.  If you are not in class, you cannot receive extra credit for that class.  Another reason to attend as many classes as you can!
Course grades:  Final grades will be calculated based on the percentage of total possible points.  Borderline grades will be resolved on attendance and student performance in class.
 A =  90% - 100%.

 B =  80 – 89%.

 C =  70 – 79%

 D =  60 – 69%

 F =   59% or below, and/or missing three or more labs.
Exam policy:  If you know you will miss an exam due to sanctioned school activity or other foreseeable event, you must contact me as much in advance as possible to arrange an alternative exam time.  In event of illness, contact me ASAP after you have missed the exam.  You must present a doctor’s note to verify your illness.  For prolonged illness, contact the Office of Student Affairs (503-838-8221).  This office will verify your illness and notify your professors.
Lab absences: Departmental policy dictates that three lab courses will result in a failing grade for the course.  You can make up labs in the same week, but you must notify both your lab instructor and the instructor of the section you will be attending.  Be aware that bench space is limited, so you cannot be guaranteed a spot in another lab section for a given week.  Any student attending a make-up lab without obtaining prior permission from the instructor may be removed from that lab section.
Cell phones: Cell phones should be turned off during class.  Answering or being observed speaking or text messaging on a cell phone during an exam results in a failing grade for that exam, and possibly more severe penalities. (See academic honesty policy).
Academic honesty:  Any spoken or written interaction with another student(s), including cell phone messaging or looking at another’s exam, will be regarded as cheating.   Plagiarizing another student’s paper is also cheating, and results in receiving a zero on that written assignment.   Any cheating event will be referred to the Student Conduct Committee for further action.  You also have the right to appeal to the Student Conduct Committee.
Disability Accommodation: If you have a documented disability that may require assistance, you will need to contact the Office of Disabilities Services (ODS) for coordination in your academic accommodations.  The ODS is located in the Academic Programs and Support Center (APSC) suite 405.  The phone/TTY is (503) 8383-8250.
Other student support services:


Writing Center: (www.wou.edu/las/humanities/writingctr).

Learning Resources Center: (www.wou.edu/provost/aalc/learning)

The Student Health and Counseling Center: (www.wou.edu/student/health)
Peer-led team learning (PLTL) is a separate, 1 credit hour, pass/no credit course that uses a learning model designed for participating student to develop a broader and deeper understanding of course concepts.  The model is unique in that weekly 2 hour sessions are led by students have successfully completed the course.  While there is no letter grade for PLTL, leaders will arrange meeting times and take roll on a weekly basis as attendance is mandatory.  Benefits for participating students typically include better performances in corresponding classes.  If you are interested in learning more about PLTL, please ask your instructor!

Journal Assignments

Journal assignments involved a one or two page write-up on an appropriate biological topic that interests you.  You may choose news or magazine articles or a television program (House, Grey’s Anatomy, Bones, Law and Order series, Nature (PBS), and the Discovery Channel are appropriate choices).  You will describe how the article or program presented the topic, why it interested you, and your conclusions on how the topic was presented (did you agree or not agree with the article or program’s approach?  Why or why not?)

Journal format (all sections must be present for full credit)

A.  Description of the article or program topic       (6 points)

B.  Paragraph on why this topic interested you     (8 points)

C.  Conclusions on how the topic was presented  (6 points)

A well-written assignment with no spelling or grammatical errors will receive a bonus of 2 points.
Biology 102: General biology
Tentative Class Schedule

	Date
	Lecture Topic
	Reading (textbook)
	Exam
	Lab

	Jan. 5
	Introduction
	Chapter 1
	
	No Lab

	Jan. 7
	Atoms, Molecules, & Life
	Chapter 2
	
	

	Jan. 9
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 12
	Biological molecules
	Chapter 3
	
	Building blocks of life

	Jan. 14
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 16
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 19
	NO CLASS 
	
	
	No Lab due to holiday

	Jan. 21
	Cell structure & function
	Chapter 4
	
	

	Jan. 23
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 26
	Cell Membrane structure & Function
	Chapter 5
	
	Nature of Enzymes

	Jan. 28
	
	
	
	

	Jan. 30
	Journal 1 due, Review
	
	
	

	Feb. 2
	Exam #1
	
	
	Cells and Organelles

	Feb. 4
	Energy flow in the life of a cell
	Chapter 6
	
	

	Feb. 6
	Photosynthesis
	Chapter 7
	
	

	Feb. 9
	
	
	
	Diffusion & Osmosis

	Feb. 11
	Glycolysis & Cellular Respiration
	Chapter 8
	
	

	Feb. 13
	
	
	
	

	Feb. 16
	Exam # 2
	
	
	Photosynthesis 

	Feb. 18
	DNA: the molecule of heredity
	Chapter 9
	
	

	Feb. 20
	
	
	
	

	Feb. 23
	Gene expression & regulation
	Chapter 10
	
	Central dogma

	Feb. 25
	Journal 2 due
	
	
	

	Feb. 27
	Cellular reproduction
	Chapter 11
	
	

	Mar. 2
	
	
	
	Mitosis, Meiosis

	Mar. 4
	
	
	
	

	Mar. 6
	Patterns of inheritance
	Chapter 12
	
	

	Mar. 9
	
	
	
	Genes & Inheritance

	Mar. 11
	
	
	
	

	Mar. 13
	Gene therapy & biotechnology
	Chapter 13
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Mar. 16
	Cumulative Final Exam

2 – 3:50 PM  Room to be announced.
	
	


